
Synopsis: Three storytellers work together in this
highly energetic retelling of Jesus’ parable of the Vine
and the Gardener in John 15.

Topics: Growth, Maturity, Discipline, Jesus

Time Requirements: 3 minutes

Characters:
1: The leader of the three, sets the pace.

2&3: React to each other and to 1, and help tell the 
story.

Props: Pruning Shears

Stage Setup:   
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1:  I am the Vine.

2:  said Jesus

3:  And you are the branches.

1:  Vine

3:  Branches

1: Vine

3: Branches

2:  What more do you need?

1: I am the Vine

2: said Jesus

3:  And my father is the Gardener.

2:  Well, that makes sense I guess.  You got your

Discussion Point:
Have you ever pruned back

an overgrown bush or hedge?
How do you know where to stop? 

0 minutes 

Author's note:
Scene opens

on all three actors
who quickly grab

attention with their
synchronized story.

They need to keep a
very snappy pace and

maintain good eye
contact with the

audience.
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1: Vine

2: And you got your 

3:  Branches

2: And you got your Gardener.

1: So that’s it.   Vine

2:  Branches.

3: Gardener.

1:  Now if you only had the vine and the branches,
well the whole thing could just get completely out of
control.

2:  You ever plant a pumpkin patch and see how those
vines grow?

3:  They take over, I tell ya.  They take right over.

1:  That’s right.  They suck the nourishment right out of
the vine, and they just- bam, go for it.

3:  Which is where the gardener comes in.

2:  Now the gardener is what keeps the branches
under control.

1:  And this is how he works.

2:  It’s very complicated here, so pay attention, Ok?

1:  See, there’s more than one kind of branch.

3:  No!  Really?

1:  Yeah.  See on the one hand you got your branches
that bear fruit, right?

2:  We’re with ya.

1:  But… are ya ready?  See you also got the branches
that- well, how can I say it?  They just don’t bear fruit.

3:  Yeah, they’re just all branch.  No fruit.

2:  You can look all the way up and down it and there
just ain’t no fruit to be found.

3:  Nice branches.

1:  Green.

2:  Thick.

1 minute
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Discussion Point:
Does it surprise you that

God cuts both the good and the
bad branches?  Why not just let
the good ones grow?

Scripture link:
Amos 8:1-3 

This is what the

Sovereign LORD

showed me: a basket

of ripe fruit. “What do

you see, Amos?” he

asked. “A basket of ripe

fruit,” I answered.

Then the LORD said to

me, “The time is ripe

for my people Israel; I

will spare them no

longer.”

Author's note:
With its

rapid-fire delivery,
this script suggests a
sort of playfulness by

the actors that can
come out in a variety 

of ways.
1) Physically: syn-

chronized movement,
leaning on each

other, giving each
other high 5’s, etc.

2) Vocally: unusual
voices that express

the right image (for
instance a light, airy

voice for “Green” a,
deep raspy voice for

“Thick” and a strong,
vital voice for

“Healthy.”

Play with it until you
find the right 
combination.



1: Healthy.

2:  But no fruit.  Not so much as a bud.

3:  Fruitless.

1: Unfruited.

2:  Non-fruitable.

3: Persona non-fruity.

1:  Now where were we?

3:  The Gardener.

1:  Yes, the Gardener.  Now ya see, the Gardener, he
looks at the branches.  He inspects ‘em.

2: Studies ‘em.

3: Puts ‘em under the scope.

1:  And this is where his smarts really come in.  This is
where he shines.

2:  See, he looks at the branches, and he can tell
which ones have fruit.

1:  And which ones don’t.

3:  And that’s important.

1:  Very important.

2:  Extremely, extremely important.

1:  Because what he does with the branch, depends
entirely on whether it has fruit, or… does not have
fruit.

3:  You see, the bad branches…

2:  The worthless branches…

3:  The branches that look good, but have no fruit…

1:  Those, get this, he cuts.

2:  Ooh.

3:  Ouch.

1:  Cuts ‘em right off.  Whereas, the good branches…
the branches with fruit…  Those he cuts.

2:  What’d you say?
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Scripture link:
Matthew 21:19

Seeing a fig tree by the

road, he went up to it

but found nothing

on it except leaves.

Then he said to it,

“May you never bear

fruit again!”

Immediately the tree

withered.

▲ Blocking: 1 pulls out the pruning
shears for simulated pruning.

Discussion Point:
What’s the real life

equivalent of good and bad branch-
es?  How do you know the differ-
ence?  What’s “fruit” in your life?
Are you bearing any of it?

Scripture link:
Matthew 7:16

By their fruit you

will recognize them.

Do people pick grapes

from thornbushes, or

figs from thistles?
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3:  I think you slipped up there.  You said he cuts the
good branches.

1:  I know what I said!

3:  I think you meant to say he cuts the bad branches.

1:  I already said that.

3:  So what about the good ones?

2:  Yeah, what does he do with the good ones?
Fertilizes ‘em?

1:  He cuts em.

2:  What?

1:  I’m tellin’ ya, it says in the Book that he cuts the
good ones too.

3:  What’s up with that?  

2:  Yeah, what’s the point?  Might as well be a bad
branch.

1:  Well if you’d let me finish…  there’s different kinds
of cutting.

2:  Oh well that clears it right up.

1:  You got your cutting off…

3:  Which is what the bad branches get.

1:  That’s right.  And you got your cutting back.

2:  Which is what the good branches get?

1:  Exactly.

3:  Well that does clear it up.  Because there’s a big dif-
ference between being cut off, and being cut back.

2:  Yeah, except for one thing.

1:  What’s that?

2:  Either way… it hurts.

Lights Out
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Musical Idea:
Try “Every Season” by
Nichole Nordeman off her

This Mystery CD (Sparrow,
2000).  It’s a ballad about how
God grows and shapes us into his
image.

Discussion Point:
Have you ever been

pruned?  What happened? Did it
make you healthier?

3 minutes

Author's note: 
Up ‘ til now
the 3 have been unit-
ed as one voice.  Now
all the fun stops, con-
fusion enters, and the
pace becomes stiff and
awkward.


