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Program Note

This ever-popular African American spiritual expresses more than just the Old Testament story of Daniel in the
lion’s den: Originating in the era of slavery, this freedom song expressed a yearning for deliverance as expressed in
the chorus and first verse:

Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel, deliver Daniel, deliver Daniel?
Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel, and why not every man?

Demonstration He deliverd Daniel from the lion’s den,
¢ . And Jonah from the belly of the whale,
Record ing And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace,
And why not every man?

Note to the Conductor

While the theme falls within a comfortable AIES Grade 2 range, the abundance of syncopated rhythms in virtually
every part could be a new experience for many less-experienced players. The good news is the first setting of the
tune in bars 7-10 covers virtually every example of syncopated rhythms used throughout. It might save time to

MUABE2622 clap separate rhythms in bar 7, then 8, then 10 before adding notes, fingerings, keys, etc.
Copyright © 2026 The Salvation Army, USA Southern Territory,
1424 Norcheast Expressway NE, Adlanta, GA 30329 Bars 24-27 and 47-50 will require independence as parts enter after each other, imitating the phrase’s opening

rhythm. Once the rhythmic challenges have been conquered, make sure the contrasting dynamics are observed to
make the performance complete.
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